Rain tanks

Save on your water bills and ensure thar your
plants don't suffer during dry spells by has-
vesting raimeater, Baimwater tanks provide 2
remewable supply of natural, soft, clear and
odourless warer withour harming che envi=
ronment.

-Hmzmmuumwism
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thas Bow down the gutters.

» Have a raised eap, 5o you can fit a backet
under it dnd to prevent sediment From
the battom of the tank from dogping iz

Permeable surface

Mlost impurities are nanerally fileersd ouc of rainwater &5 it percalates
through the soil, preventing debris and polluranes from crzering
ground water stores. Thas
natural process of watey puari-
fication is bypassed when rain-
water falls on impermeabls
paved surfices and s carried
directly theough stormwater
drains into waterways.

Pollwion carried in rainwater
runoff is 4 concern, especially S
mnﬂﬂnmsmmmﬂnm-;m:mmmaﬂh#dpﬁ
dens picks up contemingnts such as git pollution particles, spilled oil,
detergents, solvents, dead leaves,
pesticides, Frriliser, and bacveria
Fromm pet waste,

Matoral fltration of water
through soll is the simplest way to
mul:rnl these polliasts, and is 2

Permeable paving is Wazer
Wise. Bunoff sodks into the
ground, watering the gar-
den rather than running off
and palluting

WRLET Ways,

Rainwacer harvesting

Hd you know thar your reafl could exveh
pleaty of warer for you?

As a guide to colloction capacity, consider
that cach rsom of rain ol of water per m*of
toof arss, then allow 4 157% wastage Bictor.

As climate change progrosses; Gauteng is

cxpected o have “wetter wets and drier

deys”™, Climare change and our  wasesfial

WILCT He prictices are thresening our al-

teady scarce water supply.

Baimwater harvesung involves the collection,
storage dnd distribution of rainwater From

the roof;

Al rainwater systoms Fogquite:

# A carchmene area

= A method of stotage.

¢ A& method of moving the harvested rain-
WIET o Yol garden.

When choosing 2 system keep in mind that all syseems differ in cost

and have varying advantages. Keep the fallowing in mind when seleet=

ing 4 LyLtcTm: costy mamteranee; froqucat of scasonal usey local di=

mate; access ko and storage of the unit, Also loeok at the drainage pat-

tern on the sitz, 50 you can sox the best collection point for nunoff.

Benefics of harvesting rainwater:

# Reduction in the use of municipal water, thereby less strain on wa=
LET PO OUTICS.

® Loswer water bille

# RBeduced Aoeding, erosion and pallotion cansed by stormeacer

* More productive gardens.,

Gurrers should be used ra dirset rain=
WALET bo StoTAE coRtliners, fiin
tanks or specific ancas in your garden.

The force of rainwater dirsctsd o pot
plants, ponds, or specific ares of the
garden meeds to be softzned. Place
pebbles or gravel to break the foree.
Selected mulches around thess dress
can act like sponges that absorh water
and then releases it slowly ineo the
soil

1. Detect where the water comes
fmm.,r.g.mnﬂ.,l:mﬂmrﬁﬂs,

Y Derdtwhfemﬂrwdmﬂr
watet is needed.

7. Determine how o move the
water there,

Direct runoff from:

= Dhonwny pipes by using channels, gullies, pipes or dry river beds,
* Paving by using swales, gaps in the curbing, sloping or angling the
paving so witer Bows offinto adjeining beds or grassed arcas.

® Grassed arcas by using berms, bog gardens, sosk pits or green
chanasls,

Tdeas

Dy riwerbeds can be cre-
ared using a lined channel (SRS
covered with a vanicry of [
pebbles, rocks and stones |
in various colours and
designs. In the channel
steer away from arganic
mvulehes such a3 bark or
nacshells a5 these may

Float away in Bicavy rain

Plane bulbs liks Crings g and Cro-
cormia gy andl A few water loving
plants such as Arumy in strategic
clurnps wihich allow for seasonal varia-
tions a5 they come op and dic back

few dynamic optioss such as 8
sodido and other ofnd- %
mental grasses (Ferwea and by
Liriepe), in paterns. Focus on 50
the low growing warieties. Other [
groand ecowers such a8 Fimea (F




